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TO THE PATRONS OF THIS WOKK. 


The present, as well as the preceding 
number of the second volume, is for- 
warded generally to such as had not 
specified the time for which they be- 
came subscribers. All who are dispos- 
ed to continue their names-on the sub- 
scription list, will please to pay the price 
of the second volume to such persons as 
are authorized to act as agents (See No: 
1, Vol. 2.)or remit the same to the editor. 
It may be sent by mail, at his risk. 

Should any to whom the work is sent 
decline to continue as subscribers, they 
will please wrap up the different num- 
bers carefully, as newspapers generally 
are, tobe transmitted by mail, and re- 
turn them to the editor without delay.— 
The continued increase of new subscri- 
bers, the most of whom take the work by 
the volume, renders it a matter of im- 
portance that none of the papers should 
be lost. ‘Tho’ a considerable number of 
copies more are struck than are requisite 
to meet the present demand, it is proba- 
ble they may all be wanted before the 
end of the year. 


The poem headed “Republic of Colom- 
bia,” in this paper, is that to which the 
premium offered some time since, has 
been awarded. 


MEXICO. 

The latest information from Mexico 
as connected with the subject of negro 
slavery, is truly of the most pleasing na- 
ture. With that portion of the Ameri- 
can continent, we have been comparative- 
ly but little acquainted. For my own 
part, [had expected that the slaves 
therein were very numerous; I looked 
upon itas the strong hold of despotism, 
in which the monster of oppression would 
jong maintain its ground. But I am 
happy to find that aes very much mis- 
taken, and feel myselt warranted in the 
hope that unconditional slavery, or invo- 
juntary servitude will ere long be com- 
pletely abolished in the Mexican domi- 
nions. 

dt is asserted by travellers, that the 














number of slaves in that country do not 
exceed ten thousand, 4000 of whom are 
native Indians, and the remainder, about 
6000, Africans and their descendants,— 
This is but one eighth of the amount of 
slaves in the single state of Tennessee. 
And several of the counties in Virginia, 
contain a greater number. 

Although the present government of 
Mexico may be considered a limited mo- 
narchy, itis not to be expected that such 
a state of things will be of long continu- 
ance. Thelight of reason and phileso- 
phy has penetrated the thick gloom of 
clerical superstition, and thousands are 
awakened toa sense of the reality of 
their situation, determined to be released 
from the odious enthralment of avarice 
and ambition. It may reasonably be ex- 
pected that the people of that country 
will very shortly follow the example of 
Colombia, and establish their govern- 
ment upon a more rational basis than it 
now is. 

The following extracts will throw some 
light upon the subject of their present 
disposition, respecting the question of 
slavery. The first is from the rkansas 
Gazette, and the second from the Mezxi- 
can Sun.—The latter is headed “Politi- 
cal reflections on the Island of Cuba,’? 
and as will be seen, relates to its future 
policy in case of a separation from the: 

panish government. 


* —_ ag June 25. 
excas.— The rage for emigrating te 
Texas is beginning enue ale 
accounts from that country, represent 
those who have lately settled'there, as 
being under considerable alarm, in conse 
uence of alate measure adopted by tie 
exican C » which prohibits the 
holding of.slaves in the Mexican empire.. 
This measure of itself will terminate as 
a material check to the emigration from 
the United States, and particularly from 
the southern and western states, Gaz, 

From the Mexican Sun, 

Should the island not be able to main- 
tain an independent existence, and look 


ter protection a nt gi 
vernments that surreund her, there will 


the different go--- 
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be found a considerable drawback to her 
decision in the circumstance of the em- 

ire not yet having a constituted and es- 
P blished government; so long as the per- 
manent stability of the government is 
not assured, it is not to be expected she 
would throw herself into our arms; for 
hearts new to liberty are as easily fright- 
ened as youth in its first love. On the 
other hand, the equality declared a- 
mongst all ranks, and the abolition of 
slavery which would always be feared 
from a foreign government, beneath 
whose general laws they would be oblig- 
ed to live, is another of the inconvenien- 
cies difficult to avoid, as the immensé 
capital vested in slaves, would thereby 
be lost to its possessors. 


For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. 
IRENEUS TO SOPHRONTA. 
NO. V. 

February, 1822. 
Endeared Sophy, 

After parting with my poli- 
tical disputants, noticed in my fourth 
letter, I took a turn amongst some of that 
class of people who make more than an 
ordinary profession of religion, where, 
from the reports I had hicard of the great 
revivals in many places, I flattered my- 
self that I should see among them, much 
of those fruits of holiness which are the 
only testimonials of genuine christiani- 
ty. I was received by them with great 
civility, and accompanied some of them 
to the “house of God,” where a great 
meeting for worship had been appointed. 
The house, which was spacious, stood on 
a rising ground, from whence I could see 
in different directions, the numerous wor- 
shipers moving on with cautious steps 
towards the sacred spot—“deep myste- 
ries to learn!” Surely, thought I, my 
lot has fallen to me in pleasant places— 
T have a goodly inheritance in this sanc- 
tuary of devotion!” 

Several of the clergy filled the “sa- 
cred desk,” but the one whose name was 
Tyrannus Clericus, took the lead in the 
public administrations, and thundered 
-out the terrors of the law against the 
‘perpetrators of some kinds of sins in the 
most terrific style—Inhumanity, injus- 
‘tice, oppression, avaricious covetousness, 
‘the not doing to others, as we would that 
‘they should do to us upon change of cir- 
cumstances, extortion, and unfair deal- 
ing, made no part ef his catalogue of 
crimes, but drunkenness, swearing, fight- 
ing, uncleaness, sabbath breaking, gamb- 


ling, and the like, were the sins against 
which his pious denunciations were le- 
veled. Atter Clericus had cleared his 
skirts of the above class of sinners, and 
had told them their doom, in case they 
continued in their present impenitence, 
he turned to the believers, and spoke in 
very pathetic terms of the glories that 
were just: before them, and which, in a 
few more revolving seasons, they would 
be in the full fruition of; and then con- 
cluded with a hymn or song suited to 
the occasion, sung in a new and eleva- 
ting tune—when immediately the peo- 

le were all in motion—acclamations of 
joy, and heterogeneous sounds, more es- 
pecially among the female part of the 
congregation, put to silence every thin 
besides! Many professed to be fille 
with the Holy Ghost or love of God, a- 
mong whom was the wife and daughters 
of Tyrannus Clericus, wita those of some 
of the other clergymen, and several of 
the lady looking Seiaien and others from 
among the laity:—Clericus himself ap- 
peared to be elevated to the highest pin- 
acle of exultation, to think that his min- 
istry had been clothed with such power 
from on high, as to produce so happy an 
effect on the congregation. 

O what a pentecost is this! exclaimed 
[to myself, and what abundance of the 
fruits of justice and holiness do these 
bear that are thus filled with the Holy 
Ghost—surely they exemplify the hal- 
cyon days of apostelic purity! 

After the sacrament had been adminis- 
tered, and the public service ended, the 
congregation was dismissed, and friend 
Clericus and his lady, very politely in- 
vited me home with them to dinner, and 
to spend the evening in religious conver- 
sation, which invitation I thankfully ac- 
cepted. I must not omit noticing here, 
that though the meeting house was capa- 
cious, and would have contained many 
more than were in it, there was not one 
af the many blacks which I had seen as- 
sembling that occupied any part of the 
house, excepting that once ina whilea 
negro, or mulatto girl would bring in a 
child to its mother, or come in and car- 
ry a white child out; but not one colour- 
ed person could [ discover on a seat-— 


When I had gone home with the clergy- 
man and his family, I discovered a num- 
ber of slaves about his house and kitchens 
and when we had done dinner, I took the 
freedom to ask him in the presence of 
the family, and a clergyman, who was 





also a guest, the reason why the slaves 
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refused to go in the house and join in di-; 


vine service?—he replied that they were 
not suffered to goin aud mix with decent 
genteel people; for his part, he should al- 
ways exclude them from that privilege 
where he had authority,—-that having na- 
turally a strong scent or disagreeable 
smell, there were but few persons of de- 
licate sensibility that could bear to be 
near them, and therefore they should be 
kept at a respectable distance from their 
betters. ‘This harangue silenced me for 
the present; butas [ had seen a number 
of them in the gentleman’s house attend- 
ing on the table, taking away, and hand- 
ing dishes, bread, &c. and some of them 
not of the most cleanly appearance, I 
wondered how it had happened that the 
effluvia which arises from these ill scent- 
ed beings, had not turned the squeamish 
stomachs of some of these delicate gen- 
try wrong side out; but no complaint of 
that nature was uttered while we were 
at dinner! After recovering a little from 
the perturbation into which my clerical 
host had thrown me, I ventured to give 
it as my established opinion, that religion 
and slave holding are unconnected, and 
cannot both at once be assimilated in the 
game person. 

This awkard attempt had like to have 
brought me into uncomfortable business, 
for the gentleman, his lady, and daugh- 
ters, who but a few hours before were so 
filled with the Holy Ghost that they 
could hardly live, were now as full of the 
unhol M spirit of resentment at the rude 
assault t had gnade upon their delicate 
feelings, and hitherto undisturbed con- 
sciences, and [ soon discovered that I 
must either fight, or retreat. ‘The other 
clergyman, I found, was opposed to sla- 
very, and I understood that several, both 
of the clergy and laity who were at the 
meeting, were also much opposed to slave 
holding, however, they all joined as hear- 
tily in communing together, as if the 
had been of “one heart, & one soul,” 
So true it is that multitudes of professors 
take religion in the gross, and upon the 
credit of others, & implicitly conform to 
the customs and formalities of the sect 
or party whose creed they have espoused, 
without ever minutely examining for 
themselves, Though my fellow guest 
was on my side, we were still greatly 
outnumbered; but recollecting that “the 


race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 
the strong,”? we concluded to stand our 
ground, and maintain ouf cause as well 





as we could. Our religious antagonists 
were very clamorous in the defence of 
slave holding, and produced the same ar- 
guments in its favour, as are usually 
brought by slave holders, and which have 
been as often retuted,—such as the cus- 
toms of former ages, the example of A- 
braham; the licence given to the Jews, 
&c. with a new and invincible argument 
—*that if it was wrong, ora sin them 
to hold slaves, God would not fill them 
with the Holy Ghost, and make their 
souls so happy as he often did. 

My clerical friend who took sides with 
me in the controversy, observed, that the 
christian religion is not only a “system 
of faith and worship,” but that it is also 
a system of holiness, Justice, mercy, hu- 
manity, love, and the purest morality, all 
combined; and that caatects men do that 
cannot be ng | and fully reconciled to 
one or more of these divine attributes, 
cannot be compatible with religion, and 
of course must be offensive in the sight 
of God. He further observed, that sla- 
very and slave holding is a righteous 
thing, or that itis an unrighteous thing, 
there being no medium,—that it is also 
a holy thing, or that it isan unholy thing, 
—that it can be supported upon the pu- 
rest prnaee of justice and equity, or 
that it will be condemned by them,— 
that it is consistent with loving our neigh- 
bour as ourselves, or that it is the re- 
verse,—that it is doing to“others, as we 
would that they should do to us, ona 
change of circumstances, or that it is not; 
that it is justifiable upon the principles 
of the purest morality, or that it is op- 
posite to them,—and finally, that it is 
conformable to the whole spirit, tenor, 
and principle of the Gospel of Christ, 
or that it is contrary to every attribute 
of the divine Redeemer! 

Our reverend host acknowledged that 
the introduction of Africans inte our 
country for the purpose of enslaving them 
was very wrong, it being an act of vio- 
lence, robbery, and great injustice, on 
the part of those that brought them,-— 
an act which nothing short of the most 
avaricious disposition could have inspi- 
red; but now they were here, and had 


become lawful prope 
moral evil in k then in bondage. 


My triend replied, that as Solomon 
had asserted that no one can bring & 
clean thing out of an unclean, he was ve- 





ry certain, that as African Slavery was 
introduced among us on the principles 
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of violence, robbery and injustice, that 
neither time, law, or custom, can ever 
make clean or were: that, which was 
wicked, and abominably unjust in its be- 
ginning'—-The imported Africans, +e 
said, had been robbed of their wnaliena- 
ble rights of liberty and equality by the 
christian marauders who brought them 
from their native soil; and those who hold 
their descendants in bondage, with hold 
by the same violence these heaven born 
rights from their rightful owners; and 
that he believed an action of Trover is 
now lying in the high court of Eternal 
Justice against every slave holder in the 
‘NMation/ 

Our opponent observed that Clericus 
Justitia (for that was the name of the o- 
ther clergyman) had drawn the cords of 
scripture, and his logical reasoning on 
the nature of religion closer about him 
than he had been aware of; but why, said 
he, would the Almighty fill those who 
are Slave holders, as well as others, with 
such transports of heavenly joy, as had 
been witnessed to day, if Slave holding 
is a sin? 

Justitia said that the human heart was 
susceptible of seduction, and very liable 
to be deceived in things that are desired, 
by resting its hopes on wrong principles, 
and taking that for evidence of the ex- 

cted good, which has nothing for its 
oundation but mere immagination void 
of an auxiliary virtue tosupportit. He 
believed that men and women of lively 
immaginations, strong passions, and of a 
chimerical turn of mind, with the help 
of an animating discourse, followed by 
the words of a song composed to suit 
the circumstance, and sung in a spright- 
ly melting tune, frequently work them- 
selves up into raptures and ecstacies 
which they mistake for divine communi- 
cations, while the whole tenor of their 
dives and conversation, both before, and 
afterwards, give the lie to their most 
frantic professions,—He did not consi- 

der these flights of fancy to be any evi- 
dence of religion in those who are under 
their influence, any more than he consi- 
dered the pretention of all who professed 
‘the christian name, to be evidence of 
their being christians in reality; yet he 
did mot doubt that many persons, women 
especialy, who were in the possession of 
weligion in reality, had sometimes been 
gitated by these flights of the imagina- 
tion, though their fruits of righteousness, 
holiness, and mora! rectitude were as in-| 





dependent of these airy visions, as if they 
had never existed. 

Justitia now informed Tyrannus Cler- 
icus that he would allow him some time 
to reconcile the practice of Slave hold- 
ing with the we principles and attri- 
butes of the christian religion, as above 
specified, and if he could fairly reconcile 
them together as one compact holy sys- 
tem of faith and practice, that then, he 
would renounce his opinions, and be- 
come a Slave helder,—but added, that 
he bid defiance to the reconciliation. 

We now took our leave of the Slave 
holding preacher and his family, after 
cordially requesting each other to recon- 
sider the subject which we had been dis- 
cussing. 

From your affectionate brother. 
IRENEUS, 
[—=E= 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. 
TO THE EDITOR- 

I again take up my pen for the pur- 
pose of making a few remarks on the 
various plans proposed for the abolition 
of slavery in the United States. In my 
first communication, I confined myself 
almost wholly to that suggested by “A 
Marylander,” as[ consider it the most 
objectionable of any I had seen in your 
paper. Slavery is a subject which in- 
volves the most important consequences; 
and in proposing plans for its abolition, 
the greatest care should be taken that 
all its probable tendencies should be well 
considered, before they are presented to 
the public; for one inadvertant step on 
the part of the friends of emancipation 
may take a thousand to retrieve it—as a 
person on the verge of an awful preci- 
pice, by a single step, may plunge him- 
self into the abyss of ruin. Many plans 
have lately been proposed; no one of 
which, perhaps, willbe carried into oper- 
ation exactly as proposed;—yet, among 
the whole, no doubt, measures have been 
suggested amply sufficient for the attain- 
ment of the desired object. If I can assist 
in pointing out such parts of the plans 
above mentioned as are impolitic, and in 
separating the chaff from the wheat, I 
think I shall do something towards con- 
tributing my mite in effecting the humane 
purpose. 

Your 3d number contains a plan from 
the St. Louis Enquirer signed “Howard,” 
which, in some respects may answer ve- 
ry well; but Howard is too precipitate. 
He wishes to have the slaves free almost 
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immediately; yet he does not point out 
any means for educating them; consider- 
ing the present state of things, they 
might as well remain in slavery. He 
mentions nothing of colonizing a portion 
of them; a measure which must inevi- 
tably be adopted, in order to ensure the 
safety of our government. 

In the same number there is a plan 
from the Philanthropist recommending 
an estimate ofan equalized population of 
white and coloured people; then fur each 
state to take its quota of blacks. It 
might be well enough for some compro- 
mise of thiskind to take place between 
the slaveholding and the nonslaveholding 
states. But how much less would be 
the expense of transporting blacks from 
Georgia to Maine, than that of sendin 
them from the United States to Hayti: 
Certainly no great deal. By sending 
them to the latter place, we would free 
ourselves from any danger that might 
arise from having too many. of jthem 
among us; and we would likewise 
make their condition far preferable to 
the free blacks which are now in this 
country. 

More anon. 

COMMON SENSE, 


For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. | 
which you are members and advocates. 


To THe Eprror—Ever since I have had 
the capacity to think and act for myself, 
I have always deprecated the horrors of 
domestic slavery. 1 conceive it to be 
the greatest curse that ever was entailed 
upon this otherwise happy ‘country, and 
regret exceedingly that our wise and 
philanthropic statesmen cannot devise 
some efficient plan to rid us of this stain 
upon our national escutcheon. That 
there are slave holders among ns who 
are good worthy citizens and humane 
masters, is most true; but itis also true 
there are many others, both male and fe- 
male, that are nothing less than monsters 
in human shape. is latter assertion 
I am justifiable in making from the fol- 
lowing circumstance, which | am cred- 
ably informed took place in a neighbor- 
boring town not fifty miles from 
Greenville. A poer negro woman, a 
slave, with an ‘infant at her breast, was 
first knocked down with a shovel, by her 
most humane mistress, and not content 
with this, to the disgrace ot her sex, be 
it said, she influenced her husband to 
take the poor wretch into the cellar, Apt 


her & indict on her bare back,(as near 


% 





the wraps could guess who heard it) 
about fifty lashes! There was a specta- 
cle—a woman stript with her breasts 
flowing with milk, and a monster in the 
shape ol a man beating her without mer- 
cy or compassion—U Tempora! O Mo- 
res! 

The great offence that this poor crea-. 
ture committed was, as I have been in- 
formed, merely giving a neighboring ne- 
gro womana cupof warm coffee at the 
camp meeting, which was recently held 
in Washington county. It appears it 
was not because she did not wish the ne- 
gro to have the coffee; but because it was 
given to her before her ladyship had ri- 
sen from the table. A. 


3 
MANUMISSION SOCIETY. 


The President’s address to the eighth 
convention of the Manumission Society 
of Tennessee; held at Friends meet- 
ing house, Lost Creel, Jefferson county, 
on the 12th and 13th days of the 
eighth month, (August) 1822. , 


FELLOW LABORERS IN THE CAUSE OF SUF- 
FERING HUMANITY: 


Through the interposition of a kind 
Providence, I have the pleasure of meet- 
ing you at this Convention, which is the 
eighth of our benevolent Institution, of 


Having been again promoted by this 
Convention tothe important station of 
President, the complete fulfilment of the 
trust, I feel my inadequacy to perform, 

et, [ hope I shall, to the best of my abi- 
Liginn digchaces the several duties of my 
appointment. 

This Convention has now met for 
the purpose of adopting the best mea- 
sures for promoting the great object of 
the Manumission Society of Tennessee; 
which is the gradual abolition of slavery 
in our country. The se of said 
society (which you me we as far as 
has come to my knowledge since the last 
convention, has had a favourable appear- 
ance. The public mind seems tobe more 
and more enlightened, and in favor of 
liberty; nowithstanding the discourage- 
ments the active members had to experi- 
ence from those who have become dead, 
or lukewarm, and the cause of truth & 
justice has been progressing, the’ much 
retarded. 

Among the several subjects that will 
| come before you, the following will make 


apart: I would recommend to this Com» 
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vention to adopt the most effectual mea-|terfere with slavery, as practised in the 
sures in its power, for stirring up those/United States of America: from what 
members of our humane body who have | source such an opinion is cherished by 
settled down in a state of inactivity. ichristians, I am not able to point out, © 
I am persuaded, that if each member unless it takes its rise from the fountain 
of the Manumission Society, would only of avarice or self interest. Congress is 
moderately use the influence he is en-'undoubtedly vested with full & complete 
dowed with by his creator, with the citi- power to mitigate slavery in several 
zens of this state, that justice aud hu- ways:—Congress has power to interfere 
manity would, ere long, triumph over with slavery in the District of Columbia 
prejudice and oppression, and that ty- at least, over which that bedy claims the 
ranny and despotism would sink into sole privilege of making laws; and it 
oblivion. | would be doing no more than what jus- 
I would recommend to this Conven-' tice would require, for the National Le- 
tion, the propriety of soliciting the en-'gislature to pronounce the jubilee, and 
suing session of Congress on the great declare by law thatthere should be no 
subject of emancipation, praying in the more slaves born in that district. — 
most impressive terms for its co-opera-) Should Congress become unanimous 
tion and support, in the removal of the in that, from the same righteous princi- 
evil of slavery trom our republican go-! ple it will follow (as I conceive) that it 
vernment. ‘has full power to put the declaration of 
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This Convention being composed of , American Independence fully into oper- 


persons, who are members of most, if not 
all the religious societies in our state; 
I propose to your serious Consideration, 
the expediency of calling on each society 
of Christians, and on each humane & be- 





ation by decla ring that there shall be no 
more slaves born in the United States of 
Republican America. ~~. 

Congress can do much to abolish Sla- 
very by laying such tax or fine on every 


nevolent institution, as far as practicable, person, both buyer and purchaser, who 


to co-operate with the Manumission So- 
ciety of Tennessee in petitioning the 
State Legislatures, but more particularly, 
the Congress of the United States to pass 
laws for the gradual abolition of slavery. 
The grand object can be brought about 
in mercy by the consent of the people, & 
the best and wisest measnres which the 
convention can pursue to gain the minds 
of the inhabitants, should C put in oper- 
ation without delay; and as all religious 
societies agree that slavery is an evil of 
enormous magnitude. It yet seems that 
most of them need convincing of their 
duty as Christians, in using their best en- 
deavors to remove the evil by soliciting, 
as above, the several Legislatures to pass 
laws for the melioration of their oppress- 
ed coloured brethren, who are not per- 
mitted to plead their own cause:—cer- 
tainly, Christians of all denominations 
will not hesitate in lending their co-oper- 
ation. ‘The time seems now to have ar- 
rived, that each denomination of Christi- 
ans, and each individual member thereof; 
who stands mute, or that approbates the 
iniquitous practice of slavery, are parta- 
kers, encouragers, and co-workers in the 
crime of involuntary servitude, and in all 
the concomitant evils which attend it. 
Iam aware that it is contended by 


/are guilty of separating the husbands and 


wives of their coloured brethren; or by 
any other means whatever, as would dis- 
courage that inhuman practice among 
Christians. , 

Likewise, Congresshas fuil power of 
laying such fine or tax on all those who 
are guilty of worse than the savage cus- 
tom of driving human flesh, and souls of 
men to market in chains, from one state 
or territory to another. 

It becomes then, the duty and the bu- 
siness of this Convention to consider the 
expediency of petitioning Congress on 
the subject. 

I would further recommend to your 
consideration, the propriety of encourag- 
ing the scheme of a humane Missionary 
operation for promoting the great cause of 
this institution; and adopt the best mea- 
sures under your control, to stimulate 
the members of the society, which you re- 
spectively on geen. porn active in hl 
curing signers e ions 
the sedinal sholisien of saver a to 
produce them to next convention in 
order that they may be Jaid before the 
next ensuing state Legislature. The 
public mind is so fully convinced of the 
evils of slavery, and the impolicy of its 





existence in afree government, that if 


some, that Congress has no power to in-| the advocates of justice use prudent ex- 
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ertions, there may be thousands of signers 
procured to said petitions in the course 
of the ensuing year; and without which, 
this object of the institution cannot be 
carried into effect, at that period. 

I would call the attention of this con- 
stituted body, to the expediency of re- 
commending to the several branches of 


cities, which go to constitute their sub- 
jects and secure the protection of the 
same ge of government; we feel im- 
pelled by our conceptions of right and 
wrong, to view slavery as a daring at- 
tempt to dethrone that justice which 
guards against the right to prostrate 
every claim that gives security to man,to 
arrest the sceptre from the moral govet- 


the society, that in future elections for 


members of the several Legislatures, and 
for Governor, that they tndeavor to be 
unanimous in giving their sufferage to 


men who declare themselves in favor of 


liberty, 

I — consider it necessary, that this 
Convention advise the several branches 
of this Society, to be cautious in admit- 
ting or receiving members who are slave 
holders, as there may be a danger of in- 
jnring the cause thereby. And further 
to impress on their minds the necessity 
of attending to the requisitions of our hu- 
mane Constitution, and to guard against 
too frequentehanges in carrying on our 
object, or of neglecting it in aiding any 
ether institution, which may lead down 
into a state of inactivity. 

These, with other particulars which 
may claim your serious attention, I sub- 
mit to you, witha desire that you may 
seek the best wisdom to direct you in 
transacting the important business which 
may come before you. 

JAMES JONES. 
= 
For the Gev. of Universal Emancipation. 
AN ADDRESS 
Of the eighth annual convention of the 

Manumission Society of Tennessee, 

to the respective Branches. 
Friends and Fellow Laborers, 

This convention of the Manumissi- 
on Society now in session, claim it their 
duty once more to address you on the 
all-important and interesting subject of 
slavery. Webelieve man to bea rati- 
onal and intelligent being, bound by the 
Laws of the Supreme Being, to regard 
each other as members of one great fami- 
ly, and act toward one another bya 
plain system of justice, which we find 
implied in the capacities man possesses. 
It intelligence to know, and capacities 


to enjoy this right, imply a design of the/g 


Su Being to forbid brother to in- 
vade the right of brother, this Law must 
extend to all beings of the same species 
& capacities. Therefore, aa all the hu- 
man race possess the same kind of affecti- 


nor of the world, and bury all laws hu- 





man and divine, in the devouring vortex 
of ambitious power. 

Under this view of the subject, we 
would exhort you by all the advantages 
which result from maintaining civil 
society among intelligent beings,that you 
go on firmly to vindicate those rights of 

n which his Creator has designed to 
mark the dignity of his nature, and in the 
enjoyment,of which alone, he is capable 
of performing the duties, and attaining 
the happiness of a moral agent. Every 
et American looks up with sa- 
cred veneration to that guardian of his 
happiness which declares that all men are 
equally free, he believes it to stand on 
the broad basis of justice, uspported b 
the laws of nature, and of nature’s God. 
Every consistent christian receives with 
complacency and delight, that declarati- 
on which will stand forever good, that it 


as they would that others should do unto 
them. Shall then the Columbian patriot 
and the christian stand unmoved and »e- 
hold slavery, like some infuriated de- 
mon, invading the garden of human hap- 
piness,to hew down his choicest trees, & 
destroy his wholesome fruits. 
Shall they not rather,use every exer- 
tion in their power to oppose this mighty 
invasion which is trampling down the 
prospects, and impairing the character 
of the most illustrious nation on the 
globe; which, though it may have grown 
toan enormous size; and presents itself 
in fearful forms, and has surrounded its 
tents with formidable works; yet we be- 
lieve that he who first ordained the rights 
of man, is able to them still, and 
to roll back the boldest flood of oppressi- 
on to its native oblivion. We believe 
that this same Omnipotent arm has be- 
un to move his deep designs, and is call- 
iag forth those agents by which he means 
toeffect his purpose. From the view of 
these important events to be accom- 
lished by Divine energy, attached to 
uman agency, the aspect, the benevo- 





Gus, passions, appetites and other capa-/lent cause it appears to wear, and the 





is the duty of all men to do unto others, - 
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probable means by whichit will be effect- 
ed. This convention recommend the 
Branches engaged in this all-important 
work, to keep their ensign hoisted un 
which it is written that slavery 1s wrong; 
and to shew that itis in the power of e- 
very branch, and every individual, to aid 
in moving on this mghty work; they of- 
fer the following reasons— 

First. Ina government like ours,where 
the supreme power is vested in the so- 
vereign people, to obtain a legislative 
measure, the first great object is to gain 
the consent of the people; but born as 
we are, where slavery shades the first ray 
that meets our opening eyes, and from 
thence attends the path to our tom), its 
ghastly features are veiled in a familiar 

arb, and we are likely never to examine 
whether it be right or wrong; in this state 
of things, the bare existeace of a Manu 
mission Society, is an important thing; 
it raises a kind of ensign with something 
like this inscription, “Slavery is wrong, 
it is an unreasonable violation of justice, 
and opposed to our ewn best interest” — 
This naturally excites an enquiry in the 
beholder. whether these things be so or 
not? And where is the man who can un- 
fold the vesture of slavery with an im- 
partial hand, and behold no impolicy,cru- 
elty and oppression there? But we con- 
ceive that no branch has done its utmost 
when it barely preserves its existence.— 
Man is a social being, with a mind capa- 
ble of being influenced ” motives.— 
Therefore, each member of a branch can 
go on to acquire such information as may 
be in his power, relative to the cause he 
isengaged in, and use his degree of in- 
fluence toward convincing the world that 
slavery is wrong. 

A second object, and one which we 
conceive to de an important one, is, for 
all the branches to endeavor to establish 
new branches within their borders.— 
Bare probability of success, should merit 
an attempt, as perhaps in very few cases, 
the exertions of a committee fer that pur- 
pose, will fail doing some good; if the 
first object is not attained, some enquiry 
may be awakened, and some information 
given, which may result in softening the 
Ln gran of some persons. 

third object, which we recommend 
to all the friends of humanity is, to use 


their suffrages as far as possible in pro- 
moting such men to seats in the legisla- 
ture, as they have the best evidence to 


radual emancipation. 

The fourth object, which we would 
recommend, is one in which we feel con- 
fident that every member has it in his 
power to contribute to the success of the 
cause; although the operations of the Ma- 
numission Society, have been conducted 
so astoincuraslittle expence as possi- 
ble, yet all must know that some ex- 
pence must necessarily be incurred—to 
defray which, this convention respectful- 
ly solicit the contribution of at least 123 
cents. By the unanimous contribution 
of this smail sum, by each member, the 
cause will be much advanced; which mo- 
ney the treasurers of the branches are 
requested to forward as soon as possi- 
ble, to the treasurer of this eunvention. 
We further recommend tothe presidents 
of each branch, that they, atevery meet- 
ing, endeavor to give as explicit a state- 
ment of the designs and views of the So- 
ciety, and the manner in which they wish 
to accomplish their ends; and all the 
branches collectively and individually, 
to use every means in their power to 
gain information themselves, and com- 
municate information to others, concern- 
ing that cause which we feel willing to 
submit to the candid and impartial in- 
vestigation of reason, justice and all the 
inherent rights of man, at any time, in 
any place or form. 

We would conclude this address, by 
soliciting each branch to adopt the most 
effectual methods in their power to pro- 
cure signers to the petitions designed 
to be laid before the state legislature— 
through which we hope finally to ebtain 

our great object. 

JAMES JONES, President. 

Attest, 

JOHN COULSON, Clerk pro. tem. 
; ——__—_ ] 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipa 
THE MODERN LISTENER 
To his correspondent. No, VIEL 

(Series begun in the M. Intelligencer.} 
Srr,—Although I am under a slight 
promise in a former communication, to 
say something on your second sermon, 
et | hardly know where to begin; but 
ing encouraged by the wise man’s 
words where he says: “better is the end 
of a thing, than the beginning,”—~Such, I 
hope, will be your efforts, as an indivi- 
dual, in the cause of humanity; and such 
I hope, will be the exertions of the man- 
umission society of Tennessee, and of 


tion.- 





suppose will support the great cause of| 


every asseciation of the kind en the con- 
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tinent of America, and in every other 
part of the world. : 

Your second sermon brings into view, 
two of the most popular evils or sins in 
our country: first, Slavery, and second- 
ly, the distilling of spirits, or vending 
them,& drunkenness,—I;lump them to- 
gether, and by a simple syllogism, prove 
that I have a right so to do:—Drunken- 
ness is a crime forbiden in sacred writ;; 
but those who are in the habit of drink-| 
ing spiritous liquors, will, sooner or la- 
ter, get drunk; therefore, he who makes, 
vends, or gives spiritous liquors so that 
any get drunk, is guiity yan crime fur- 
biden in sacred writ. ow distillers 
and venders of spirits may turn it as 
they can, yet it is evident, to me, that 
they are guilty, at least indirectly, of all 
the drunkenness that has taken place in 
consequence of the improper use of that 
spirit,—-as the cause of a cause, Is the 
cause of its effects. I said these evils 
were popular: first, because they are so 
general, and sccondly, because some, it 
may be, make no estimate of a man’s 
greatness,or, perhaps goodness, only from 
the number of slaves he has, and the great 
distillery he keeps in operation; or from 
his having a store, where they may get 
any kind of liquors, and be liberally treat- 
ed by the generous merchant, especially 
if they will but deal largely in light goods; 
which if they do, in some cases they are 
furnished gratis with as much as they 
please to drink, and some get drunk, and 
perhaps lose part or all they had bought, 
and then go home, and fall out with the 
wife and children, and abuse the poor ne- 
groes, and be in an ill humor for a week. 
Such are the numbers of dependants on 
these slave holding, and liquor vending 
gentry, that the form of our government 
is in danger of being changed from that 
of Republican to an aristocracy. By de- 
pendants, [ do net mean those only,whom 
we term tiplers and idlers—perhaps | 
might say, vagrants, or worse than infi- 
dels, who provide not for their own hou- 
ses; neither those bordering on bankrupt- 
cy, who often purchase to keep up their 
credit, fearing if they should slacken, 
their insolvency would be suspected; but 
alas! how many of our highly estimated 
institutions, such as Bible Societies, Mis- 
sionary Societies, &c. are dependant on 
them; and, may I not say, that the gene- 
ral prevailing christianity of our day, is 
dependant on them; for is it not a fact, 


. 





that many are taught to be ministers or 


preachers, at the expense and sweat of 
slaves? and how many of the poor ne- 
groes are pinched for bread, that spirits 
may be made to get money to defray the 
contingent expenses of students of this 
class? And how many ministers are 
there who never became preachers in this 
way, that are of so compromising a spir- 
it, that they can with cheerfulness re- 
ceive in money, clothing, and diet, &c.&c. 
the hard earnings of the poor slaves from 
their masters, and sometimes, their labor 
too, and never give the poor negro a cent 
for it; or ever once hint to the oppressor 
that he is wrong,in thus oppressing his 
fellow being, though they may have had 


as good an opportunity of doing itin the © 


absence of the slaves, as you had when 
you preached your two Sermons. I said, 


“in the absence of the slaves”—because, 


in the course of my listning, I have heard 
much said in opposition to preaching a- 
gainst slavery in the presence of slaves: 
—Some say that it is both uséless and 
cruel to be haranging (as they term, it) in 
the presence of slaves—that the Slave- 
holder is sure to get angry, and reak his 
vengeance on his unoffending blacks, and 
this by way of retaliation on the preach- 
er;—that it is worse for the slaves to be 
hearing about their rights, making them 
still more uneasy and restless; and that 
some real misdemeanor may result from 
such inteligence, which may make the 
oppressors’ rod heavier upon many of 
their already lacerated backs. 

I shall here take the liberty to make 
some observations on an act of Assem- 
bly, passed in 1803:—How wise, or how 
good that Legislature was, I know not, 
but the constitutionality of that act, I ve- 
ry much doubt:—True, the words of the 
act are very specific in their explanation 
of inflamatory words; yet I suppose if a 
case of that kind is ever tried on consti- 
tutional principles, that the prosecutor 
or State, must pay the cost. If slavery 
makes such an act necessary in what is 
called a free government, which, where 
magistrates, Legislators, &c. are sworn 
to support constitutions, whose principles 
are in direct opposition toevery kind of 
oppression, it is evident to me that slave- 
ry is wrong, or else those constitutions, 
and the Bible are wrong; and if so, then 


the ministers or preachers who derive 
their doctrines from that blessed book are 
wrong also; for that book says: “cursed 
is he that doth the work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully.” And in that book; mizisters 
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aretommandedto declare the whole coun- 

sel of Gov;” But that act goes to say,/casion was this: i had a short time be- 
“the minister shall not say any thing inj fore, received a letter from Judge Innis, 
favor of general, or special emancipation;|of Frankfort, Kentucky, informing me 
true, the term “minister” is not in the! that, in the year 1784, as some Southern 
act; but it says, “if any person,’’—which | Indians were passing through Lexington, 
must necessarily include ministers, they |to join the American army north of Ohio, 
being persons; and do they not gather)an African negro was driving a wagon 
from the Bible, that to do justice, love, through the streets of Lexington, when 
mercy,and to walk humbly with God, is seeing some Indians, and hearing them 
a part of his counsel? and how can this} converse, he suddenly stopped his wagon 
subject be fairly, and without hypocrisy,|and asked his master’s permission, (who 
illustrated, without speaking words di-/ was riding near him,) to go and speak to 
rected to, or in favor of emancipation? the Indians. They were probably the 
again, the scripture saith love worketh first he had seen in America; they con- 
nowl his neighbour: the preacher would | versed together with apparent ease, to 
say;—no ill to his person. his character, | the astonishment of Mr. Parker, his mas- 
his property, no, nor to his liberty.—|ter. He enquired of the negro how he 
‘That’s enough, says a certain character,|could converse with the Indians; who 
—-I know what he means— it is that [| told his master that he was a native of 
should liberate my slaves, and | have a|the town of Goldean, in Africa; that 
mind to indict him! Be itso. But here! while he was a boy, the negroes brought 
the preacher read, for the instruction of|in some prisoners, and detained them 











his congregation, the 58th ‘chapter of I- 
saiah, & when he comes to the 6th, verse, 
he reads with a particular emphasis: “un- 
loose the bands of wiclkedness,—undo the 
heavy burdens, and let the opPRESSED GO 
FREE, and that ye break every yore Mc. 
Now I think these words are directed to 
general,& special emancipation; of course 
it is a breach of the act to read them in the 
_ presence of slaves; hence, I conclude 

that the act not only prohibits the speak- 
ing by way of illustration on the most 
important peints of christian duty, such 
as justice, and mercy, but from uttering 
words—that is, in plain English, from 
reading the Scriptures in the presence of 
slaves, that contain words forbiden in 
the act. Now, if the constitution of our 
country coincide with the Bible, in op- 
position to opression, the act must be 
wrong, and slavery, that makes such an 
act necessary, must be wrong; then of 
course, those who made it, must have been 
wroug;—and all those who feel a real de- 
sire to do unto all men, as they would 
that men should do to them, believe that 
slavery, the act, and them that made it, 


are all wrong,and sodo I. Adieu, 
ODERN LISTENER. 


> 
Extract of a lettcr of Judge Toulmin, of 


Alabama, published in the (London) 
Monthly Magazine for April. 
“I enclose you a specimen vf the lan- 
of my neighbors, the Choctaw and 
shickasaw Indians. 
“I made out this list in the Choctaw 


‘there a long time, in consequence of 


which he learnt their language. He said 
that they were people of the same color, 
| with the same kind ef long black hair, 
and spoke the same language with the 
indians then present. 

“For the purpose of examining more 
minutely into this affair, being on a jour- 
ney into Kentucky, I made a list of the 
words enclosed, with the assistance of 
an intelligent half breed. There is, how- 
ever, great difficulty in catching the 
sound of the words so distinctly as to be 
able to spell them with accuracy. No 
two persons, perhaps, would spell them 
alike. Qn reaching Kentucky I found 
to my mortification that the negro was 
dead; Mr. Parker, however, confirmed 
the above account, and a neighbor of his, 
| Preston Brown, Esq. informed me that 
there were other African negroes in the 
neighborhood, who, though not previous- 
ly acquainted with our Indians, could 
converse with them in their own lan- 
guage. 

“These facts open an interesting field 
of enquiry, and seem to lead to a deters 
mination of a long contested question, 
from what quarter of the world did the 
native of America originally come?l sus- 
pect that they may be allied to some of the 
tribes of wandering Arabs. ‘Their hab- 
its are very similar, and those acquaint- 
ed with the language of those tribes, 
‘might from the meagre specimens I have 
given of the Choctaw language, be able 
to determie whether there be such a sim- 
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ilarity as would justify a suspicion that 


they were of one origin.” Lhave sean no 


specimen of language of the modern Ar- 
als, which would eaable me to pursue 
the enquiry, but many, no doubt, have in 
England.” 
= 
AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Ata late meeting of the African Lnsti- 
tution in England, at which John Ran- 
dolph was present, several speeches 
were made, complimenting the Uni- 
ted States for the part our government 
has taken in abolishing the Slave 
Trade. ‘The following is an extract 
from the remarks of William Wilbe- 
force. It is copied from a London pa- 
per:-— 


Mr. Wilberforce in seconding the de- 
claratory resolution, deeply regretted the 
necessity which existed of enlightening 
the public mind ef France respecting the 
odious nature of the slave trade. Fifteen 
years ago, when their illustrious chair- 
man had joined in the formation of this 
society, they vainly thought the question 
of abolition was set atrest,and that no- 
thing remained but to secure the co-ope- 
ration of the other powers to execute the 
prohibitory laws enacted against the 
crime. ‘Though their anticipations had 
not been fulfilled, they had yet done 
much, and had earned that reward which 
all'good men were sure to meet without 
reference to the success of their benevo- 
lent efforts. Independent of the moral 
necessity for the continuance of their la- 
bors, they should never forget that they 
owed Africa a weighty reparation for 
the deep injuries which they had inflicted 
on her unhappy children, and could ne- 
ver stop until they had repaired the evils 
they had committed. (Hear, hear.) The 
honorable gentleman then took a_retro- 
spective glance at the progres of their 
labors; at the advances they had made 
since the time when the unhappy Africans 
were declared, even by some historians 
to be an inferior class of human beings, 
not to be classed in the same scale with 
others. He particularly eulogized the 
society of Friends for their uniform efforts 
in the cause of the abolition—efforts 
which, he said, had compelled them to 
violate the modesty of their own feelings, 
toact in opposition to the principles by 
which they regulated their conduct, and 
come forward to assist in the holy work, 
in open day, in conjunction with their 
brethren of different religions. He also 
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said, that to the honor of Ireland, her ports. “A 


had never been defiled by the vessels of 
this odious traffic—a fact which gave that 
generous and gallant nation an addition- 


fal ciaim to the relief of this country. 


(Hear, hear). It was a humiliating 
fact, that England had, in the slave trade, 
been pre-eminent in guilt; but it was con- 
solatory to know that she was also the 
foremost in repentance. (Hear, hear) 
So completely had England tormerly 
identified this traffic with her trade, that 


even when she abandoned it, other na-— 


tions fancied that it was for the purpose 
of carrying into effect some new-commer- 
cial speculation. He then congratulated 
the society upon the accession of the 
duke de Br lie and his friends, who 
were among the most intelligent and dis- 
tinguished characters in France, and 
whose efforts would, no doubt, produce 
the best results. He adverted in flatter- 
ing terins to the success which had, after 
a, lapse of years, attended the coloniza- 
tion of Sierra Leone—at first the prospect 
had been discouraging—so it always was 
in the history of such improvements. 

The'colony of Virginia, one not under- 
taken by needy speculators, but at the 
suggestion of the wisest of men—of lord 
Bacon, and partly formed under the eye 
of Sir W. Raleigh—three times was the 
colony of Virginia attempted, and as of- 
ten abandoned, until at length a final trial 
was made, and complete success atten- 
dedit. Thehonorable member eulogised 
in the highest terms the services of sir 
George Collier,and the naval force under 
his command on the coast of Africa, and 
remarked that the first intimation of ma- 
king the slave trade piracy had a very 
singular origin. It arose from a treaty 
made by the son of a very old friend of 
his, Lieutenant Thompson, R. N. with 
a ~_ in the Arabian gulph, who con- 
sented to denounce th slave trrade as pi- 
ratical, although he (Mr. Wilberforce) 
was afraid they were themselves little 
better than pirates.* (Hear and a laugh.) 


[* I should like to know how our 
friend Randolph looked at this mo- 
ment, or rather how he would have 
looked if the orator had then drawn 
a comparison between the conduct 
of those Arabians and some of the 
people of the United States. If he 
were not entirely devoid of shame 
methinks his cheeks had been suffused 
with burning blushes. We too, have 
“consented to denounce the slave trade 
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Mr. Brougham proposed a resolution 
expressive of the gratification of the so- 
ciety at finding the slave trade made pi- 
racy by the United States of America. 

He looked with indignation at the con- 
trast presented to these nations by the 
United States of America, and the still 
greater contrast presented by the repub- 
lican subjects of a free country, in the 

rformance where they had not prom- 
ised so much, to those rega! governments 


which had promised so much and per-| 


formed so little. (Applause.) Too much 
could not be said of the labors of the So- 
ciety of Friends, who had been forcibly 
compelled, by the greatness of their own 
doings, to encroach upon that meekness 
of habit which uniformly induced thena 
to 


“Do good by stealth, and blush te find it 
fame,’ 

(hear,) and forced them to receive that 

public approbation from their fellow sub- 

jects which they were the first to earn 

but the last to claim. 





— \ 


night. In the mean time, as an opportu- 
nity offered for Bermuda, the magistrates 

have petitioned the senior Officer in com- 

| mand on this station, for protection, until - 
| communications can be had with the Gov- 
ernor of the Bahamas at New Provi- 
dence, and the Admiral on the Jamaica 
station. 

Information had reached Porto Plata, 
St. Domingo, that a small vessel had re- 
cently arrived there with a number of 
runaway slaves from Tortola. 

DECISION, 

Of the Emperor of Russia, on the Ques- 
tion submitted to him by the United 
States and British governments, relative 
to the slaves carried off by the latter 
during the late war. 

[ TRANSLATION. 
The emperor is of opinion “that the 








| 


‘United States of America are entitled to 


a just indemnification from Great Britain 
for all private property carried away by 
the British forces; and as the question re- 
gards slaves more especially, for all such 
slaves as were carried away by the Brit- 





From a Bermuda Paper. 
June 15, 1822. | 

Asylum for Africans.—On the night of | 
the 22d ultimo, forty-six slaves and an 
African apprentice made their escape 
from Turks Island, in two small vessels, 
registered at that port, and belonging to 
Mr. James Catlin and Mr. Robert Sayers. 
Accounts were received from the Caicos, 
a few days afterwards, that one hundred 
and one slaves, (men, women and chil- 
dren,) from two plantations belonging to 
the estate of the late Wade Stubys, had 
gone off in several small craft which they 
had taken possession of for the purpose. 
The place of their destination is known 
to be the Island of St. Domingo, where! 
refugees of this class are received and 
protected. ‘The inhabitants of Turks 
Island, being apprehensive that this evil 
would increase at that place, have armed 
themeelves, and keep strict guard at 


as piractical,” and have enacted laws to 
that effect; whilst some of the same 
men who were foremost in this official 
denunciation are daily acting the part of 





ish forces from the places and territories 
of which the restitution was stipulated 
by the treaty, in quiting the said places 
and territories.” 

«That the United States are entitled 
to consider, as having been so carried 
away, all such slaves as may have been 
transported, from the above mentioned 
territories, on board the British vessels 
within the waters of the said territories, 
and who for this reason have not been 
restored.” 

“But if there should be any American 
slaves who are carried away from terri- 
tories of which the Ist article of the trea- 
ty of Ghent has not stipulated the resti- 
tution to the United States, the States 
are not to claim an indemnification fer 
the said slaves.”’ 


[From a perusal of this document, a 
nee important consideration forces it- 
self upon the mind—viz.— 


If the “matters in dispute” between 
the American and British governments, 
frem which the late war originated, had; 
in the first place, been submitted to some 





the veriest “pirates,” not only against the 
property, but alsu against the liberties of 
their fellow ein eoiaeate, nay thou- 
sands of whom, are without even a shadow 
af an excuse for it, other than their selfish 
(ad inordinate thirst for power and gain. ] 


‘friendly arbiter, all the blood and trea- 
‘sure expended during that memorable 
| contest might probably have Seen saved, 
_and private property would have remain- 
‘ed in the hands of its owners. It is al- 
so evident thatit would be a much more 
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efficient way of obtaining justice, than 
an appeal to the sword; and that both of 
these gnvernments are sensible of it— 
Else, why not fall to again, and fight 
awayi—Probably it may be answered, 
that the liquid of gory vengeance had a 
‘short time previous flowed so copiously, 
that the parties felt less of the frenzy of 
“honour,” and were, of course, more dis- 
posed to listen to reason. When shall 
Nations as well as individuals learn wis- 
dom, and refrain from pursuing the phan- 
toms of folly and pride! ] 
—== 
“EQUAL AND EXACT!” 

It is stated in a Darien, (Georgia) pa- 
per, that Joseph Lawrence, a colored 
free man from New York, had been tri- 
ed and convicted of endeavoring to in- 
veigle and get away from her master,a 
negro woman belonging to major Dun- 
woody of that place, (Darien.) The co- 
lored man was sentenced to one year’s 
imprisonment, and then to be sold asa 
slave for life! How different is thé re- 
ward of mes in this world for similar 
acts—while some are lauded to the skies 
through successive generations, for at- 
tempting to release their fellow men from 
bondage—others are doomed, as in this 
ease, to perpetual slavery, and by those 
who talk much of republicanism and li- 
berty’ Howcan we complain if foreign- 
ers do make a bye-word and jest of us 
among the nations of the earth. 

New Jersey Paper. 
FREDERICKSBURG, VA. May 25. 

A new case-—At the superior court of 
law for the county of Spotsylvania, held 
in this town, the case of the common- 
wealth against —— Robbins, was tried 
on Tuesday last. Mr. Robbins was in- 
dicted for cruelly and unmercifully whip- 
ping and beating his own slave, e de- 
fendant’s counsel attempted to rescue 
him by arguing that the alledged case 
was not indictable, but the court over- 
ruled the objection, and the point was re- 
served for the decision of the General 
Court. The jury retired but a short 
time, and assessed the fine at three hun- 
dred dollars. This penalty, though small 
in itself, may be considered justly se- 
vere and exemplary, from the circum- 
stances of the defendant. As this is the 
first case of the kind that is known to 
have occurred in Virginia, it cannot fail 
tobe in the highest degree interesting 
te every humane bosom; since it exhibits 








the law interposing to protect the whole 
of our servile population from the merci- 
less rigor and cruelty of those whoare 
disposed to exercise their power in an 
unfeeling manner. We regard it too, as 


a striking instance of a good and liberal — 


policy, as nothing, surely can be truly & 

ultimately politic, which directly outra- 

ges the rights of humanity. 

==> 

The following article was written for, 
and inserted in the American Econo- 
mist. ‘The reader will perceive that 
the prejudice against people of colour 
does not run so high in this, as in some 
other parts of the slave holding States. 
Several of the worthy persons engag- 
ed in the undertaking, are, themselves, 
slave holders. They, however, have 
not adopted the cruel maxim, “The 
more ignorant and debased, the bet- 
ter the slave.” 


FIRST-DAY SCHOOL. 


“Delightful task! to rear the tender 
thought, 
And teach the young idea how to shoot.’’ 


A First-Day, or Sabbath School, was 
opened in this place a short time since, 
by some of our most respectable citizens, 
who had previously formed ar associa- 
tion for the purpose; and it is pleasing 
to observe that it is likely to become in 
a high degree beneficial to those who are 
disposed to profit by it. The managers, 
consisting of eight or ten, are divided in- 
to several classes, of two or three each, 
and perform their duties in rotation.— 
White children of both sexes, and color- 
ed persons of all ages and conditions, are 
freely admitted, and instructed in spell- 
ing andreading. The school is open two 
hours in the forenoon, and two in the af- 
ternoon. It is generally well attended, 
and much praise is due to the managers 
for their laudable endeavours to imp!ant 
the seeds of knowledge in the minds of 
the youth, and to direct their attention 
to objects of pee The wise man says: 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not de- 

from it.” How important is it then, 
a proper attention and cultivation, to 
form the minds of children, and habitu- 
ate them to virtue—And how much bet- 
ter is it for them to spend a portion of the 
day that is set apart for a relaxation® 
from ordinary pursuits, in acquiring “les- 
sons” of uselul knowledge, than in idle, 
or vicious amusements, 
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MUSES’ BOWER & MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Anericans, piead for the rights of mankind— Of the bond-man as well as the free: 


Unrivet the feteers of body and mind, ’Neath the shade of your Liberty Tree. 
SF 
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THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, 
A POEM. 
By Tuomas Doan, 
One of the Members of the Munmmission Society of Tenneseee- 
Composen, Junge 1822. : 


Hail dawning Aurora! thy beams are dispelling 
The glooms of Chaotic and despotic night; 
‘Tyrannical hydras, in rapine excelling, 
Die when they’re expos’d to politica! light! 
Thy beams long ebscur’d by the clouds of confusion, 
Have, late, broken forth on the westerly sky,— 
Have sever’d the cords of monarchial delusion, 
And hence the dire monster oppression must fly. 
For ages on ages, the fiend has been swaying 
His sceptre tyrannic, the nations around, . 
And millions attentive his mandates obeying, 
Humanity suffers a tragical wound! 
Hail freedom immortal! the muses thrice hail thee, 
Fair offspring of heaven, and child of the light, 
Tho’ hell still oppose, and tyrants assail thee, 
Thy reign be co-equal with power and might, 
Refulgently rising in radient glory, 
New laurels of conquest thy temples shall crown, 
Oppressions’ black gorgon, shall vanish before thee, 
And flee, Demon-like, from the force of thy frown. 
The old world, engulph’din the waves ot oppression, 
Monarchial darkness, dire misery’s shrine, 
The new, thou didst choose fora lasting possession, 
And fix’d thy abode on the north of the line; 
American sages rejoic’d at thy splendor,— 
Declaring that all men by nature, were free, 
Yet made to thy sceptre a * carbo surrender 
Of what was in justice, demanded by thee,— 
A part of the price, which they ought to have given, 
Was from thee witheld tho’ ’twasjustly thy due, 
A crime too provoking to injured heaven, 
And well may they “tremble” at woat may ensue! 
Strict justice denied, from these northerly regions, 
Thy flight thou hast wing’d to a southern cline, 
Illuming with knowledge and virtue the legions 
Late sunk in the depth of oppression and crime: 
With exquisite wisdom, their councils adorning, 
There liberty flourishes in its full bloom, 
Resplendent, it shines, like the beams of the morning, 
Dispeling the shadows of Stygian gloqm. 
Colombia, Colombia! thou brilliant example; 
Political day star throughout the whole earth | 
May nations unborn, take thy deeds fora sample, 
iPho first to fair freedom hast given full birth! 
© No one, white: or colour’d, within thy dominions, 
By law held in bondage, but all declar’d free; 
Whatever their tenets, their thoughts and opiniong, 
Secure, neath the shade of thy liberty tree.” 
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Colombia, Colombia, hail favoured nation! 
Inspir’d with true wisdom, and knowledge supreme, 
Thy God has wrought for this mighty salvation, 
And made thee a patern for all other men. 
Thy leader illustrious in all thy contentions 
And struggle for freedom, through peril and pain, 
True patriot, and counsellor in thy conventions, 
Thy children unborn, shall exult at his name; 
Great BOLIVARS’ name, yet to millions endearing, 
The brightest political star of the west, 
Its sound than the dulcimers’ music more cheering 
To Spaniards and Africs, with liberty blest! 
Thy soul too expansive to claim the great blessing 
Of freedom, for thee and thy colour alone, 
Which Niggards monopolize, holding possession, 
And claiming the privilege all as their own. 
But thou in philanthropic spirit excelling, 
And govern’d by equity’s solemn decree, ~ 
Thy brother to serve thee, no longer compelling, 
Hast said to thy Africs in bonda free! 
Ye Chieftains, whose minds are by avarice blinded; | 
Whose souls are attached toa colour or clan, 
Behold here a spirit, not proud nor high minded, : 
Expanded, benignant—the soul 4 aman! 
He a sacrifice offer’d of the slaves he possessed 
(Of more than a thousand) at liberty’s shrine, 
And each with his own native freedom invests, 
A deed truly noble, magnific, divine. 
May his bright example excite emulation,— 
May tyrants’ cheeks burn to a cinder with shame; 
Each virtuous patriot, by close imitation 
Aspire at BOLIVARS’ summit of fame!— | 
His fame to posterity still will beknown 
When tyrants are lost in oblivion profound,— 
The Chieftain America claims as her own, 
And his name shall henceforth to all ages resound. 








From the Indiana Farmer. 


A wretched Negro who had wander’d 
All the night till break of day, 
Thus his woeful case he pondered, 
As beneath an oak he ‘ay,— 
Dreadful is my situation, 
Born a slave—how can it be; 
Hear the people’s Declaration, 
“Men are equal born, and free.” 
When a child on James’ river, 
I was from my master bought, 
Paid for with some pelts of Beaver, 
And to wild Kentucky brought; 
bir? I served a cruel master, ? 
uffering much and growing old; 
There I ae a sad Gakster, . 
Heavens! it makes my blood run cold- 
Tyrants worse than ol ip 
Robb’d me of the joys of life: 
Sailing down the Mississippi, 
Are my children and my wife: 
Wife and children dear and tender, 
Must we then forever part; 


Must we more than life surrender; 
This the throe that rends my heart: 
Soon I left this seat of slavery, 
Fled to Indiana’s plains, 
| Here I met with baser knavery, 
Here where boasted Freedom reigns} 
Here I suffered dreadful evils, 
Hell-hounds have pursued me hard; 
Horrid monsters, worse than devils, 
Catching negroes for reward. 
Here keen hu pinches sorely, 
Dreadful terrors haunt the mind, 
+ Bolts and dungeons lurk before me, 
Whips and chains are hard behind, 
None on earth will now befriend me. 
- Sighs and tears are but in vain, 
Come my knife you soon must end me, 
Hell must be a lesser pain. 
his nervous arm extendi 
In his breast to strike the blade, , 
See a heavenly form descending, . 
*Hold your hand,’ stern Justice said, | 





| ‘How faint hearted son of sorrow, 
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Dost thou thus repine at fate; 
Thou that hast not seen to-morrow, 

Rush on death and force his gate? 
‘Let no present thing surprise thee, | 

God is just in all his ways; | 
Come and I will sure inform thee, 

What must be in latter days:— 
For your crimes in burning Afric, 

Long your nation has been slaves, 
Subject of the basest traffic, 

Ever borne on oceans’ waves. | 
But shall tyrants reign forever? | 

No, I swear it shall not be, 
Every chain that binds, I'll sever. 

Soon the nations shall be free. : 
‘Go once more and serve with patience, 
Wield again te ponderous sledge, 
Soon the blacks shall form free nations, 

St. Domingo is your pledge.’ 

Quick the cherub spread his pinions, 
Vengeance blazing in his eye, 

Down with tyrants and their minions! 
Nations heard and joined the cry. 

June, 1822. B. 
—et 2! CD 2s 
EXCELLENT REMARK. 

At a late meeting in London, at which 
M. Zea, the Colombiah ambassador 
attended, the subject of Slavery was 
discussed and the well known Wil- 
liam Wilberforce, being present, ina 
tew words expressed himself in the 
following eloquent strain. 

«Mr. Wilberforce said He was rejoiced 
to perceive the prospect that was around 
them. ‘The darkness of slavery was re- 
eeding—The light of freedom was al- 











ready beaming with brilliancy, and they 
would shortly be enabled to hail a glo- 
rious day in its full meridian lustre.” 





The editor of a paper entitled the Har- 
rison Telegraph, published at Cadiz, O- 
hio, noticing the circumstance of the au- 
dacious monster whipping his slave to 
death, and the proceedings of the court 
relative thereto, inserted in No. 12 of 
this work, observes: 

«Merciful Heaven! ‘Two hundred dol- 
lars only, tor wilfully and neLigRATELy 
MURDERING a feilow mortal!! and 
this too in a country renowned for its 
principles of Lingrry, Equality, Justice, 
yc. and whose very statutes emphatical- 
Jy declare, “that all men are created e- | 
qual, and endowed by their Creator with 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.” ‘he heart sickens at the | 
idea of such an outrage vpon humanity. 





the United States,are so wealthy that 
$200 would scarcely be missed from 
their coffers.’ 


EDITORIAL. 
— 
IIUMANE PROTECTING SOCIETY. 

The benefits to be derived from this 
Association are beginning to develope 
themselves. A circumstance has lately. 
occurred, which I cannot forbear men- 
tioning, for the gratification of the public, 

A certain John Hood, residing in 
Blount county, Tennessee, sold a free 
mulatto girl, a short time since, to a per- 


- 
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Ison of the name of Mayberry, who dis- 


posed ofherto the westward. The So- 
ciety being apprized of the circumstance, 
commissioned one of its members to 
make enquiry, and to examine into the 
affair. Hood was accordingly waited 
upon; and being little disposed to do a- 
ny thing that would be satisfactory, he 
was givento understand that the girl 
must be forth coming at a stated time, 
or a halter would be the probable reward 
of hisconduct. On hearing this, he post- 
ed off for the girl, and re-purchased her 
at two hundred dollars more than he had 
sold her for. He considered this a great 
hardship, and complained bitterly; but 
was consoled with the observation that if 
strict justice had been meted to him, it 
would have cost him at least four hundred 
dollars, with the addition of forty lashesf 


CONSPIRACY. 

A great sensation has been produced 
in South Carolina, respecting the con- 
spiracy among the slaves, mentioned in 
a letter froma gentleman in Charleston 
to his friend in New York, an extract 
from which was inserted in the last 
number of this paper. Many of the 
miserable creatures have paid the forfeit 
of their lives. Between 30 and 40 were 
hung, and as many banished to places be- 
yond the limits of the United States. 

The governor of that State has pub- 
lished a lenghthy account of the proceed- 
ings that took place upon the occasion, 
which will be noticed at a future period. 
Some further remarks will also be made 
upon the subject, probably in the next 
number. 


ee ee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“Fredonia” is received—also the “Co- 
lumbian Bard,” and a communication 





‘The principal part of the slave holders of | 


from Maysville, Ky, They shall appear 








